RAMADAN STUDY GUIDE (117-156)
1. Mass media explains Sharia law “with a brutalist and literalist application” (p. 117).  What is Sharia for Professor Ramadan?

It’d be said that the media’s definitions are wrongly interpreted. The text, or rather according to Professor Ramadan, Sharia means “the way that leads to a source of water, the path to be followed.”
2. While Sharia laws give us rules for conduct and regulations for living, what is the larger meaning of Sharia?

Sharia means the Way that is followed for one to aspire to salvation – better termed as the way of fidelity to the Source. 
3. A narrow understanding of Sharia law-- or a narrow application of Sharia law-- gives rise to many problems.  What are three problems he mentions:

a. The breadth of the Way is reduced to “the Law.”  
b. Focusing on the daily organization of fundamental principles and rules and their concrete application, jurists fell into a legal formalism that does not understand the law as a means to a greater end. 
c. Treating sharia as a body of absolute and divine laws, the role of humans in creating and organizing laws is obscured.
4. What is the etymological meaning of jihad?

Etymologically, jihad, means the effort or “expenditure of energy” that an individual makes to do a certain thing or to defend a cause. 
5. What is the spiritual warfare or “jihad of the mind” that every Muslim must battle with?

Convert the infidels 
6. A jihad can only be proclaimed by a mujahadin. What are some of the social causes that would qualify for calling a jihad?

Need for  a social reform, due to struggles that include political and economic struggles that disadvantage the community.
7. Islam is a religion of peace.  What are some of the limits imposed by Islam on choosing war and violence?

Jihad, is one limit considered as a holy war that is unleashed by the Muslims to convert the infidels or to fulfil their expansionary mission. 
The Qur’an and Hadith teachings have provisions for wars as long as they can be justified. 

8. Islam prioritizes knowledge-- not just religious and spiritual knowledge.  Knowledge in all its many forms points to Allah's unity with the world.  Accordingly, education is an important priority for Islam.  What points does Ramadan make about the critical need and importance of education in society?

That education is a fundamental human right 
Islamic education needs no philosophy or the arts 
That education provides humans with the freedom of being themselves and to choose their path in life free of injustice 
9. Is Islam responsible for repression of diversity anti-democratic dictatorships?  Or is something other than religion the cause?

No. Only literalists, dogmatists, and extremists interpret this religion as such. This is a reductive and binary understanding about share which is restrictive in opposition to the permissive and decadent West. The religion could be a factor but not entirely on its own. 
10. What does Islam teach about sexism and racism?

All societies have established restrictions of sexism and racism. Nothing justifies these vices. The religion teaches the perseverance we must hold in the struggle against racism and sexism and any other form of demeaning treatment. 
11. When the prophet Muhammad received a revelation from God, he told his followers “this is the decision.”  When the prophet did not receive a message from God, he told his followers to discuss and debate it among themselves (he would add his voice).  Through rational dialogue and debate, they would come up with the best solution.  How should power be shared in government?  Where does he see this practical wisdom being worked out in governments with primarily Muslim populations today?  
Power sharing in government should be distributive and non-discriminative 
Iraq 
12. Sharia and Jihad are about compassion, mercy and forgiveness.  How does Ramadan define forgiveness?

Forgiveness is a spiritual trait, a disposition of the heart that sheds a revealing light on the teachings of Islam. 
13. How does-- or how should-- Islam view other religions and other peoples?

Islam considers Judaism and Christianity as previous versions of Islam. These revelations are made by Allah although they are misunderstood by their followers. 
It also perceives humanity as one willed by God.
14. What is Islam's view on nature?  What should humans be doing to care for the environment?

Islam considers that the environment should be respected, protected, and administered with great circumspection. The community of humanity and respect for animal and vegetable life mirror one another. 
15. Write a question you have about this chapter . . .

The teachings of Islam are diverse, does Islam ever foresee a coming together of religions in the end of times?
Mysticism has elevated “the Way” which leads to water. All religions believe in the principle of “continuing revelation”--  religion is not condemned to keep living out the old codes of an ancient past. Using the insight of former years, Muslims reinterpret the revelation to receive and forge new revelations.


Western media has presented jihad as a “holy war” to “convert the infidels “or “to fulfill their 
expansionary mission, showing that violence is intrinsic to Islam and its teachings.”

